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CITY OF MENDOTA
PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES

Regular Meeting Tuesday, March 24, 2026 6:30 p.m.
Meeting called to order by Chairperson Escobedo at 6:30 p.m.

Roll Call

Commissioners Present: Chairperson Albert Escobedo, Vice Chairperson Alex
Garcia, Commissioners Alicia Escobedo, Veronica
Gill and Moses Macias

Commissioners Absent: None

Staff Present: Hunter Castro, Assistant City Attorney; Grecia

Gallegos, Finance Administrative Supervisor; and
Celeste Cabrera-Garcia, City Clerk

Flag Salute led by Chairperson Escobedo

FINALIZE THE AGENDA

18 Adjustments to Agenda
2 Adoption of final Agenda

A motion was made by Vice Chairperson Garcia to adopt the agenda, seconded by
Commissioner Escobedo; unanimously approved (5 ayes).

APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND NOTICE OF WAIVING OF READING

Approval of the minutes of the regular Planning Commission meeting of June 24,
2025.

2 Notice of waiving the reading of all resolutions introduced and/or adopted under
this agenda.

A motion to approve items 1 and 2 was made by Commissioner Escobedo, seconded
by Vice Chairperson Garcia; unanimously approved (5 ayes).
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PUBLIC COMMENT

John Zimmerman provided information about NUG, Inc; commented on the status of the
development agreement with Element 7 Mendota, LLC; and requested that the City
enter into good faith negotiations with NUG, Inc regarding potential revisions to the
development agreement with Element 7 Mendota, LLC.

PUBLIC HEARING

1 Planning Commission public hearing to review and consider the status of
Development Agreement default, entitiements, and termination of Development
Agreement with Element 7 Mendota, LLC, regarding the construction and
operation of a commercial cannabis dispensary located at 796 Oller Street,
Mendota, CA 93640 (APN 013-191-18).

Chairperson Escobedo introduced the item and Assistant City Attorney Castro provided
the report.

At 6:53 p.m. Chairperson Escobedo opened the hearing to the public.
John Zimmerman commented on the item.

Discussion was held on the item.

At 7:06 p.m. Chairperson Escobedo closed the hearing to the public.
Discussion was held on the item.

John Zimmerman commented on the item.

Discussion was held on NUG, Inc., and potential modifications to the City's
development agreement with Element 7 Mendota, LLC.

A motion was by Chairperson Escbedo to recommend that the City Council consider
approving an assignment of the development agreement Element 7 Mendota, LLC to
NUG Inc., seconded by Commissioner Escobedo; unanimously approved (5 ayes).

A motion was made by Vice Chairperson Garcia to recommend that the City Council
consider accepting a $50,000.00 down payment on outstanding fees due under the
development agreement with repayment of the remainder in thirty-six monthly
installments, seconded by Commissioner Macias; unanimously approved (5 ayes).

A motion was made by Commissioner Escobedo to recommend that the City Council

consider decreasing the $5.00 per square foot charge to $2.50 per square foot,
seconded by Commissioner Macias; approved (4 ayes, no: Garcia).
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A motion was made by Commissioner Macias to recommend that the City Council
consider decreasing the public benefit fee amount to 3% of gross receipts, seconded by
Vice Chairperson Garcia; unanimously approved (5 ayes).

A motion was made by Commissioner Escobedo to recommend that the City Council
consider amending the development agreement’s social program obligations, seconded
by Chairperson Escobedo; approved (4 ayes, no: Garcia).

Discussion was held on the item.

PLANNING DIRECTOR UPDATE

City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia stated that City Manager/Planning Director Gonzalez and
members of the City Council were attending a state advocacy trip and that Mr. Gonzalez
would be sharing project updates with the Planning Commissioners via email.

PLANNING COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

None.

ADJOURNMENT

At the hour of 7:38 p.m. with no more business to be brought before the Planning
Commission, a motion for adjournment was made by Commissioner Escobedo,
seconded by Cammissioner Gill; unanimously approved (5 ayes).

Zef o o

Albert Escobedo, Chairperson
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