CITY OF MENDOTA
PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES

Special Meeting Wednesday, April 3, 2024 6:00 p.m.

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Escobedo at 6:00 p.m.

Roll Call

Commissioners Present: Chairperson Albert Escobedo, Commissioners Alex
Garcia, Jose Gutierrez, Joshua Perez and Jessica
Sanchez and Alternate  Commissioner Alicia
Escobedo

Commissioners Absent: None

Staff Present: Cristian Gonzalez, City Manager; Jeffrey O’Neal, City

Planner; Wyatt Czeshinski, Assistant City Planner,;
Celeste Cabrera-Garcia, City Clerk and Antonio
Pizano, Deputy City Clerk

Flag Salute led by Chairperson Escobedo

REORGANIZATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION

1. City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia to conduct the Commission reorganization
proceedings and accept nominations for the following office:
a) Vice-Chairperson

City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia opened the floor to accept motions for nominations of
Commissioners for the office of Vice-Chairperson.

A motion was made by Chairperson Escobedo to nominate Commissioner Perez to the
office of Vice-Chairperson, seconded by Commissioner Gutierrez.

Hearing no other motions for the office of Vice-Chairperson, City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia
closed the floor to nominations.

City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia conducted a roll call vote for the appointment of
Commissioner Perez to the office of Vice-Chairperson.
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Roll Call Vote:

Chairperson Escobedo: Yes; Commissioner Garcia: Yes; Commissioner Gutierrez: Yes:
Commissioner Perez: Yes; and Commissioner Sanchez: Yes.

Commissioner Perez was appointed to the office of Vice-Chairperson by a vote of five (5)
ayes.

SWEARING IN

1. City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia to swear in Alternate Commissioner Alicia Escobedo.
City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia swore in Alternate Commissioner Alicia Escobedo.

MINUTES AND NOTICE OF WAIVING OF READING

1. Approval of the minutes of the regular Planning Commission meeting of
November 21, 2023.

2. Notice of waiving the reading of all resolutions introduced and/or adopted under
this agenda.

A motion to approve items 1 and 2 was made by Vice-Chairperson Perez, seconded by
Commissioner Gutierrez; unanimously approved (5 ayes).

PUBLIC HEARING

1. Commission discussion and consideration of Resolution No. PC 24-01, in the
matter of Application No. 24-05, adopting a categorical exemption pursuant to
California Environmental Quality Act guidelines section 15332 and approving a

Planned Development and Conditional Use Permit for the Emmanuel Outreach
Center.

Chairperson Escobedo introduced the item and City Planner O’ Neal deferred to
Assistant City Planner Czeshinski who provided the report.

Discussion was held on the report provided by Assistant City Planner Czeshinski.
Chairperson Escobedo opened the Public Hearing.

Pastor Jose Nava provided an update on services offered by the Emmanuel Outreach
Center (the “EOC”), including virtual services that are offered; commented on
personnel; the potential impact that the EOC will have on neighboring residents; the

EOC’s missionary work; and the capacity of the proposed EOC.

Discussion was held on the comments made by Mr. Nava.
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Chairperson Escobedo closed the Public Hearing.

A motion was made by Commissioner Sanchez to adopt Resolution No. PC 24-01,
seconded by Vice-Chairperson Perez; unanimously approved (5 ayes).

2. Commission discussion and consideration of Resolution No. PC 24-02,
recommending that the City Council of the City of Mendota amend Mendota
Municipal Code Title 17 regarding housing related definitions, procedures, and
regulated uses in zone districts that allow housing.

Chairperson Escobedo introduced the item and City Planner O’Neal provided the report.

Discussion was held on the report provided by City Planner O’Neal; the average size of
backyards in the City; complaints received from residents due to the high number of
Accessory Dwelling Units (“ADUs”) in the City; building regulations for ADUs; and on the

possibility of the Planning Commission modifying the proposed Mendota Municipal
Code amendments in the future.

Chairperson Escobedo opened the Public Hearing and, seeing no one willing to
comment, closed it within the same minute.

A motion was made by Vice-Chairperson Perez to adopt Resolution No. PC 24-02,
seconded by Commissioner Garcia; unanimously approved (5 ayes).

PLANNING DIRECTOR UPDATE

City Manager Gonzalez provided an update on the front counter improvements for City
Hall; the recent Federal Advocacy Trip to Washington D.C.; the Community Center
Project; Starbuck’s proposal to bring a business to Mendota; the Vista Square Project;
and on California Department of Transportation (“Caltrans”) projects in the City,
including restriping of bike lanes on State Highways 180 and 33, and the Roundabout
Project on State Highways 33 and 180 and McCabe Avenue.

Discussion was held on the updates provided by City Manager Gonzalez; the streetlight
data collection and mapping project, and the status of the Pool Park Rehabilitation
Project.

PLANNING COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

Vice-Chairperson Perez commented on the Vista Square Project.
Discussion was held on the comments made by Vice-Chairperson Perez.

Commissioner Sanchez commented on the staff of Provost and Pritchard Consulting
Group.
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