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MINUTES OF MENDOTA 

REGULAR RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
 
 

 
Regular Meeting    Thursday, February 6, 2025  12:00 p.m. 

 
Meeting called to order by Deputy City Clerk Pizano at 12:03 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Commissioners Present:  Chairperson Kevin Romero; Vice Chairperson 

Jessica Sanchez and Commissioners Albert 
Escobedo, Marcela Alonzo, and Joseph Riofrio,  

 
Commissioners Absent:    Commissioners Alicia Escobedo and Paul Ochoa  
 
Flag Salute led by Deputy City Clerk Pizano 
 
FINALIZE THE AGENDA 
 
1. Adjustments to Agenda. 

 
2. Adoption of final Agenda. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Albert Escobedo to adopt the agenda, seconded 
by Commissioner Riofrio unanimously approved (5 ayes, absent: Alicia Escobedo and 
Ochoa).   
 
SWEARING IN 
 
1. Deputy City Clerk Antonio Pizano to swear in Commissioners Marcela Alonzo, 

Paul Ochoa, Joseph Riofrio and Jessica Sanchez 
 
Deputy City Clerk swore in Commissioners Marcela Alonzo, Joseph Riofrio and Jessica 
Sanchez.  
 
REORGANIZATION OF RECREATION COMMISSION 
 
1. Deputy City Clerk Pizano to conduct the Commission reorganization proceedings 

and accept nominations for the following offices: 
a) Chairperson 

 
Deputy City Clerk Pizano opened the floor to accept motions for nominations of 
Commissioners for the office of Chairperson.  
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A motion was made by Commissioner Albert Escobedo to nominate Commissioner 
Romero to the office of Chairperson, seconded by Commissioner Riofrio.  
 
Hearing no other motions for the office of Chairperson, City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia 
closed the floor to nominations.  
 
Deputy City Clerk Pizano conducted a roll call vote for the appointment of 
Commissioner Albert Escobedo to the office of Chairperson.  
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Commissioner Alonzo: Yes; Commissioner Albert Escobedo: Yes; Commissioner Alicia 
Escobedo: Absent; Commissioner Ochoa: Absent; Commissioner Riofrio: Yes; 
Commissioner Romero: Yes, and Commissioner Sanchez: Yes 
 
Commissioner Romero was appointed to the office of Chairperson by a vote of  
five (5) ayes (absent: Alicia Escobedo and Ochoa). 
 

b) Vice-Chairperson 
 
Deputy City Clerk Pizano opened the floor to accept motions for nominations of 
Commissioners for the office of Vice Chairperson.  
 
A motion was made by Chairperson Romero to nominate Commissioner Sanchez to the 
office of Vice-Chairperson, seconded by Commissioner Albert Escobedo.  
 
Hearing no other motions for the office of Chairperson, Deputy City Clerk Pizano closed 
the floor to nominations.  
 
Deputy City Clerk Pizano conducted a roll call vote for the appointment of 
Commissioner Sanchez to the office of Vice-Chairperson.  
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Chairperson Romero: Yes; Commissioner Alonzo: Yes; Commissioner Albert Escobedo: 
Yes; Commissioner Alicia Escobedo: Absent; Commissioner Ochoa: Absent; 
Commissioner Riofrio: Yes; and Commissioner Sanchez: Yes 
 
Commissioner Sanchez was appointed to the office of Vice-Chairperson by a vote of  
five (5) ayes (absent: Alicia Escobedo and Ochoa). 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND NOTICE OF WAIVING READING 
 
1. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting of March 7, 2024. 
 
2. Notice of waiving of the reading of all resolutions introduced and/or adopted 

under this agenda. 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Albert Escobedo to approve items 1 and 2, 
seconded by Commissioner Riofrio; unanimously approved (5 ayes, absent: Alicia 
Escobedo and Ochoa). 
 
CITIZENS ORAL AND WRITTEN PRESENTATIONS 
 
Sergio Valdez commented on Mendota Youth Recreation’s youth basketball and 
baseball leagues and the condition of the Benny Mares Sr. Baseball Field and Alfredo 
Muratalla Baseball Field.   
 
WORKSHOP 
 
1. City staff to provide brief information on the role of the Recreation Commission. 
 
Deputy City Clerk Pizano provided brief information on the role of the Recreation  
Commission.  
 
Discussion was held on the information shared by Deputy City Clerk Pizano. 
 
RECREATION COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
 
Vice-Chairperson Sanchez commented on her work with the Pool Park Rehabilitation 
Subcommittee and the previous movie nights that took place at Rojas-Pierce Park.   
 
Commissioner Riofrio congratulated Commissioner Alonzo and her family; commented 
on the role and responsibility of the Recreation Commission; and the lack of available 
soccer fields, including potentially constructing more soccer fields at the William Robert 
Johnston Municipal Airport.  
 
Discussion was held on the comments shared by Commissioner Riofrio; grants for 
recreational purposes; a proposed walking trail at Pool Park; the possibility of creating a 
fenced area at Pool Park for pets; the new track and football field at McCabe 
Elementary School; and the possibility of installing additional lighting near Family Dollar. 
 
Commissioner Alonzo thanked the City Council for her reappointment to the Recreation 
Commission; thanked her family for their support and stated she is excited to continue 
serving on the Recreation Commission.  
 
Commissioner Albert Escobedo welcomed back all the Commissioners and commented 
on the possibility of scheduling a Pool Park Rehabilitation Subcommittee meeting.  
 
Chairperson Romero commented on serving on the Recreation Commission; his 
reappointment as Chairperson; thanked his family for their support; shared his 
experience working with former Mayor Robert Silva and provided an update on local 
youth sports.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
At the hour of 12:40 p.m., with no more business to be brought before the Commission, 
a motion for adjournment was made by Commissioner Albert Escobedo, with a second 
by Commissioner Alonzo; unanimously approved (5 ayes, absent: Alicia Escobedo and 
Ochoa). 
 
_______________________________   
Kevin Romero, Chairperson      
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
Antonio Pizano, Deputy City Clerk 
  



 

Minutes of Special Planning Commission 1   March 18, 2025 
Work/Study Session 

  
MINUTES OF MENDOTA 

SPECIAL RECREATION COMMISSION JOINT WORK/STUDY SESSSION 
 
 

Special Joint Work/Study Session March 18, 2025   12:00 p.m. 
 
Meeting called to order by City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia at 12:08 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Commissioners Present:  Chairperson Kevin Romero, Commissioners Alicia 

Escobedo, Albert Escobedo, Marcela Alonzo, and 
Joseph R. Riofrio 

 
Commissioners Absent:   Vice Chairperson Jessica Sanchez and 

Commissioner Paul Ochoa 
 
Flag salute led by City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia  
 
WORK/STUDY SESSION 
 
1. City Council, Planning Commission, and Recreation Commission to participate in an 

Assembly Bill 1825/1661 Sexual Harassment Prevention Training. 
 
City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia introduced the item, and Giulio Sanchez with Wanger Jones 
Helsley provided a sexual harassment/discrimination prevention training. 
 
At 12:57 p.m. Chairperson Romero left the Council Chambers. 
 
Discussion was held on the information provided by Mr. Sanchez 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None offered. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Minutes of Special Planning Commission 2   March 18, 2025 
Work/Study Session 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no more business to be brought before the Recreation Commission, a motion for 
adjournment was made at 2:02 p.m. by Commissioner Riofrio, seconded by Commissioner 
Alonzo; unanimously approved (4 ayes, absent: Ochoa, Romero, and Sanchez).  
 
_______________________________     
Kevin Romero, Chairperson 
 
ATTEST: 
  
_______________________________ 
Celeste Cabrera-Garcia, City Clerk    
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