MINUTES OF MENDOTA
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Regular Meeting May 20, 2025

Meeting called to order by Mayor Martinez at 6:01 PM

Roll Call

Council Members Present: Mayor Victor Martinez, Mayor Pro Tem Jose Alonso,
and Council Members Libertad “Liberty” Lopez and
Jesus “Jesse” Mendoza

Council Members Absent: Council Member Joseph R. Riofrio

Flag salute led by Council Member Lopez
Invocation led by Police Chaplain Robert Salinas

FINALIZE THE AGENDA

1. Adjustments to Agenda.
2. Adoption of final Agenda.

City Manager Gonzalez requested that Closed Session item 1 be tabled to a future meeting,
and that closed session item 2 be moved to occur after the approval of minutes and notice
of waiving of reading.

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Alonso to adopt the modified agenda as requested

by staff, seconded by Council Member Mendoza; unanimously approved (4 ayes, absent:
Riofrio).

MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS AND INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

1. Council Member(s)
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Council Member Lopez thanked the City for the flowers she received for her graduation;
thanked Council Member Mendoza for assisting during the ICSC Las Vegas event, thanked
Director of Administrative Services and Assistant City Manager Lekumberry for her
guidance and assistance during the ICSC Las Vegas event; provided information on the
ICSC Las Vegas event; commented on the Public Works Department installing the veterans
banners along 7t Street; requested that the City enforce that Pool Park is closed as there
are individuals playing soccer; stated that she recently graduated from Fresno Pacific
University; thanked everyone for their support and patience; and inquired on the possibility
of modifying the City’s per diem rates.

Discussion was held on the information provided and the ICSC Las Vegas event.

Mayor Pro Tem Alonso apologized for his recent absences from events due to illness;
stated that in the last couple of months he has attended a State Advocacy Trip and the
CalCities City Leaders Summit; thanked Council Member Lopez, Council Member
Mendoza, and Director of Administrative Services and Assistant City Manager Lekumberry
for representing the community and attending the ICSC Las Vegas event; and
congratulated the Muratalla and Mares families for the recent dedication ceremony of the

Alfredo Muratalla Baseball Field and rededication ceremony of the Benny Mares Sr.
Baseball Field.

Council Member Mendoza commented on the ICSC Las Vegas event and thanked Council
Member Lopez and Director of Administrative Services and Assistant City Manager
Lekumberry for their leadership and assistance; commented on the Silva Strong Superhero
5K Run and 2 Mile Walk that was recently held; the dedication ceremony and rededication
ceremony that were recently held for the Alfredo Muratalla Baseball Field and Benny Mares
Sr. Baseball Field; and thanked staff and Council for their work.

2. Mayor

Mayor Martinez thanked the Council and staff for their work; commented on Governor
Newsom’s May budget revisions and budget projections for future years; a phone message
that he received from the office of Congressman Adam Gray; additional work that needs to
be completed in the community; that he was recently appointed to the Local Agency
Formation Commission (“LAFC0”); other boards that he serves on; recent meetings he has
held with Westlands Water District; and his goal to continue moving the community forward.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None offered.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND NOTICE OF WAIVING OF READING

1. Minutes of the regular City Council meeting of May 6, 2025.
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2. Notice of waiving of the reading of all resolutions and/or ordinances introduced
and/or adopted under this agenda.

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Alonso to approve items 1 and 2, seconded by
Council Member Mendoza; unanimously approved (4 ayes, absent: Riofrio).

CLOSED SESSION

2. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION
Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of
Government Code section 54956.9 (one potential case).

At 6:21 p.m. the City Council moved into closed session.

At 6:35 p.m. the City Council reconvened in open session and Assistant City Attorney
Castro stated that in regard to item 2 there was no reportable action.

CONSENT CALENDAR

1. APRIL 29, 2025 THROUGH MAY 9, 2025
a. WARRANT LIST CHECK NOS. 56365 THROUGH 56439
b. TOTAL FOR COUNCIL APPROVAL = $508,899.08

2. Proposed adoption of Resolution No. 25-27, approving an amendment to the
Nonexclusive License Agreement with Ramon Gonzalez for racetrack operations at
the former site of the William Robert Johnston Municipal Airport.

3. Proposed adoption of Resolution No. 25-28, accepting the donation of land from
Westlands Water District and authorizing the City Manager to sign all documents
necessary for this transfer of land.

Discussion was held on Consent Calendar item 3.

A motion was made by Council Member Lopez to approve items 1 through 3 of the Consent

Calendar, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Alonso; unanimously approved (4 ayes, absent:
Riofrio).

BUSINESS
1. Council discussion and consideration of establishing goals for Fiscal Year 2025-
2026.

Mayor Martinez introduced the item and City Manager Gonzalez provided the report,
including ongoing and upcoming planned projects.

Discussion was held on continuing road improvement projects; beautifying the community,
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