





AGENDA

CITY OF MENDOTA
PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES

Regular Meeting Tuesday, August 27, 2024 6:30 p.m.

Meeting called to order by Chairperson Escobedo at 6:30 p.m.

Roll Call

Commissioners Present: Chairperson Albert Escobedo and Commissioners
Alicia Escobedo, Alex Garcia and Jose Gutierrez

Commissioners Absent: Vice Chairperson Jessica Sanchez

Staff Present: Jeff O’Neal, City Planner; Wyatt Czeshinski, Assistant

City Planner; Celeste Cabrera-Garcia, City Clerk and
Antonio Pizano, Deputy City Clerk

Flag Salute led by Chairperson Escobedo

FINALIZE THE AGENDA

1. Adjustments to Agenda
2. Adoption of final Agenda

A motion was made by Commissioner Gutierrez to adopt the agenda, seconded by
Commissioner Garcia; unanimously approved (4 ayes, absent:. Sanchez).

MINUTES AND NOTICE OF WAIVING OF READING

1. Approval of the minutes of the regular Planning Commission meeting of July 16,
2024

2. Notice of waiving the reading of all resolutions introduced and/or adopted under
this agenda.

A motion to approve items 1 and 2 was made by Commissioner Escobedo, seconded
by Commissioner Gutierrez; unanimously approved (4 ayes, absent: Sanchez).
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS THAT ARE NOT ON THE AGENDA

None offered.

PUBLIC HEARING

1. Commission discussion and consideration of Resolution No. PC 24-10,
forwarding a recommendation to the City Council for the approval of a General
Plan Amendment to adopt the City Of Mendota 2023-2031 Housing Element,
along with finding that such action is exempt from the California Environmental
Quality Act.

Chairperson Escobedo introduced the item and Assistant City Planner Czeshinski
provided the report.

Discussion was held on the report provided by Assistant City Planner Czeshinski.

At 6:45 p.m. Chairperson Escobedo opened the hearing to the public and seeing no one
willing to comment closed it within the same minute.

A motion was made by Commissioner Garcia to adopt Resolution No. PC 24-10,
seconded by Commissioner Gutierrez; unanimously approved (4 ayes, absent:
Sanchez).

PLANNING DIRECTOR UPDATE

City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia provided an update on a new gas station that will be located
at Belmont Avenue and State Highway 33; United Security Bank being in negotiations to
relocate to a larger location; the grand opening of the Starbucks in the City; and
possible new housing subdivisions.

PLANNING COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS

Chairperson Escobedo inquired into the grand opening of the Starbucks in the City.
Discussion was held on the inquiry made by Chairperson Escobedo.

ADJOURNMENT

At the hour of 6:48 p.m. with no more business to be brought before the Planning
Commission, a motion for adjournment was made by Commissioner Gutierrez,
seconded by Commissioner Garcia; unanimously approved (4 ayes, absent: Sanchez).

Albert Escobedo, Chairperson
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ATTEST:

Antonio Pizano, Deputy City Clerk
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AGENDA

CITY OF MENDOTA
PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES

Special Meeting Wednesday, February 19, 2025 6:30 p.m.

Meeting called to order by City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia at 6:31 p.m.

Roll Call

Commissioners Present: Chairperson Albert Escobedo, Vice Chairperson Alex
Garcia, Commissioners Alicia Escobedo and Moses
Macias and Alternate Commissioner Jessica Sanchez

Commissioners Absent: Commissioner Veronica Gill

Staff Present: Cristian Gonzalez, City Manager; Hunter Castro,

Assistant City Attorney; Celeste Cabrera-Garcia, City
Clerk and Antonio Pizano, Deputy City Clerk

Flag Salute led by City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia

FINALIZE THE AGENDA

1. Adjustments to Agenda
2. Adoption of final Agenda

A motion was made by Commissioner Albert Escobedo to adopt the agenda, seconded
by Commissioner Alicia Escobedo; unanimously approved (5 ayes, absent: Gill).

SWEARING IN

1. City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia to swear in Planning Commissioners Alicia Escobedo,
Veronica Gill, Moses Macias, and Jessica Sanchez.

City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia ceremonially swore in Commissioners Alicia Escobedo,
Moses Macias and Jessica Sanchez.

Planning Commission Minutes 1 February 19, 2025



AGENDA

REORGANIZATION OF PLANNING COMMISSION

1. City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia to conduct the Planning Commission reorganization
proceedings and accept nominations for the following offices:
a) Chairperson

City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia opened the floor to accept motions for nominations of
Commissioners for the office of Chairperson.

A motion was made by Commissioner Alicia Escobedo to nominate Commissioner
Albert Escobedo to the office of Chairperson, seconded by Commissioner Garcia.

Hearing no other motions for the office of Chairperson, City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia
closed the floor to nominations.

City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia conducted a roll call vote for the appointment of
Commissioner Albert Escobedo to the office of Chairperson.

Roll Call Vote:

Commissioner Albert Escobedo: Yes; Commissioner Alicia Escobedo: Yes;
Commissioner Garcia: Yes; Commissioner Gill: Absent; Commissioner Macias: Yes; and
Alternate Commissioner Sanchez: Yes

Commissioner Albert Escobedo was appointed to the office of Chairperson by a vote of
five (5) ayes (absent: Gill).

b) Vice-Chairperson

City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia opened the floor to accept motions for nominations of
Commissioners for the office of Vice-Chairperson.

A motion was made by Chairperson Escobedo to nominate Commissioner Garcia to the
office of Vice-Chairperson, seconded by Commissioner Escobedo.

A motion was made by Commissioner Macias to nominate Alternate Commissioner
Sanchez to the office of Vice-Chairperson.

City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia stated that Alternate Commissioner Sanchez could not be
nominated to the office of Vice-Chairperson as she is an Alternate Commissioner.

Hearing no other motions for the office of Vice-Chairperson, City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia
closed the floor to nominations.

City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia conducted a roll call vote for the appointment of
Commissioner Garcia to the office of Vice-Chairperson.
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Roll Call Vote:

Chairperson Escobedo: Yes; Commissioner Escobedo: Yes; Commissioner Garcia: Yes;
Commissioner Gill: Absent; Commissioner Macias: Yes; and Alternate Commissioner
Sanchez: Yes

Commissioner Garcia was appointed to the office of Vice-Chairperson by a vote of five
(5) ayes (absent: Gill).

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS THAT ARE NOT ON THE AGENDA

None offered.

PUBLIC HEARING

1. Planning Commission public hearing to review and consider status of
Development Agreement default, entittements, and termination of Development
Agreement with Odyssey Agricultural Development, LLC, Odyssey Agricultural
Holdings, LLC, and Valley Agricultural Holdings, LLC.

Chairperson Escobedo introduced the item and Assistant City Attorney Castro provided
the report, including correspondence that was received from Mr. Alex Freedman, on
behalf of Odyssey Agricultural Development, LLC, Odyssey Agricultural Holdings, LLC,
and Valley Agricultural Holdings, LLC (“Odyssey”), overviewing a payment plan that
would satisfy all outstanding public benefit fees owed to the City of Mendota (“City”).

Discussion was held on the report provided by Assistant City Attorney Castro; the public
benefit fees that the City receives from Odyssey, including whether they can be used to
provide assistance to Odyssey workers if the Development Agreement (the
“Agreement”) is terminated; the process in which Odyssey acquired the land where they
operate; and possible outcomes and consequences if the City were to terminate the
Agreement.

At 7:05 p.m. Chairperson Escobedo opened the Public Hearing.

Amalia Bernardo stated Odyssey and Boca Del Rio Farms have violated workers’ rights.
Discussion was held on the comments made by Ms. Bernardo.

Fritz Conle commented on ongoing lawsuits against Odyssey and Odyssey violating
workers’ rights.

Discussion was held on the comments made by Mr. Conle and lawsuits specifically
being filed against Odyssey and not the City.

Rogaceano Vega Galvez stated workers were not provided bathrooms, drinking water
or water to wash their hands.
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Discussion was held on the comments made by Mr. Vega Galvez
At 7:19 p.m. Chairperson Escobedo closed the Public Hearing.

Discussion was held on whether Odyssey would still be required to pay any outstanding
Public Benefit Fees if the City were to terminate the Agreement; potentially revisiting the
Agreement with Odyssey; waiting to see if Odyssey pays all outstanding Public Benefit
Fees before taking action on the Agreement; previous times the City has received
worker’s rights complaints from Odyssey workers; and the process that would follow
once the Planning Commission makes a recommendation to the City Council.

A motion was made by Commissioner Macias to provide a recommendation to the City
Council to terminate the Development Agreement with Odyssey Agricultural
Development, LLC, Odyssey Agricultural Holdings, LLC, and Valley Agricultural
Holdings, LLC, seconded by Alternate Commissioner Sanchez.

A motion was made by Chairperson Escobedo to renegotiate the terms of the
Development Agreement with Odyssey Agricultural Development, LLC, Odyssey
Agricultural Holdings, LLC, and Valley Agricultural Holdings, LLC and the motion failed
due to the lack of a second.

City Clerk Cabrera-Garcia conducted a roll call vote for the motion made by
Commissioner Macias to provide a recommendation to the City Council to terminate the
Development Agreement with Odyssey Agricultural Development, LLC, Odyssey
Agricultural Holdings, LLC, and Valley Agricultural Holdings, LLC, seconded by
Alternate Commissioner Sanchez.

Chairperson Escobedo: Abstain; Commissioner Escobedo: Yes; Commissioner
Garcia: Yes; Commissioner Gill: Absent; Commissioner Macias: Yes; and Commissioner
Sanchez: Yes

The motion to provide a recommendation to the City Council to terminate the
Development Agreement with Odyssey Agricultural Development, LLC, Odyssey
Agricultural Holdings, LLC, and Valley Agricultural Holdings, LLC was approved by a
vote of four (4 ayes and 1 abstention).

ADJOURNMENT

At the hour of 7:37 p.m. with no more business to be brought before the Planning
Commission, a motion for adjournment was made by Alternate Commissioner Sanchez,
seconded by Vice Chairperson Garcia; unanimously approved (5 ayes, absent: Gill).

Albert Escobedo, Chairperson
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ATTEST:

Celeste Cabrera-Garcia City Clerk
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