
MINUTES OF MENDOTA
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Regular Meeting August 22,2023

Meeting called to order by Mayor Martinez at 6:00 PM.

Roll Call

Council Members Present: Mayor Victor Martinez, Mayor Pro Tem Libertad
"Liberty" Lopez, Counci! Members Jose Alonso and
Oscar Rosales

Gouncil Members Absent: Council Member Joseph Riofrio

Flag salute led by Chief of Police Kevin Smith

lnvocation led by Police Chaplain Ophelia Lugo

FINALIZE THE AGENDA

1. Adjustments to Agenda.

2. Adoption of final Agenda.

A motion was made by Council Member AIonso to adopt the agenda seconded by Council
Member Rosales; unanimously approved (4 ayes, absent: Riofrio).

PRESENTATION

1. City Council to recognize Mendota Police Lieutenant Gerardo Galaviz and Police
Officer Anthony Aguilar for their success at the 2023 World Police & Fire Games.

Chief of Police Smith introduced Police Lieutenant Gerardo Galaviz and Police Officer
Anthony Aguilar and shared information on the awards that Lieutenant Galaviz and Officer
Aguilar received at the 2023 World Police & Fire Games ("the Games").
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A video highlighting the experience of the Officers at the Games was shown duing the
meeting.

Lieutenant Galaviz shared his experience at the Games.

The Council congratulated Lieutenant Galaviz and Officer Aguilar for their achievement.

GITIZENS ORAL AND WRITTEN PRESENTATIONS

Ramon Gonzalez provided an update on the drag racing event that he recently held, and
inquired as to what the City Council thought of the event.

Discussion was held on the comments made by Mr. Gonzalez, including positive feedback
that the City Council received from community members and the positive impacts it had on
both the City and the Mendota Police Department.

Destiny Vargas stated that she would like to bring awareness to the issue of domestic
violence in the community; inquired about ways she could possibly bring awareness to the
community, including possibly having events and presenting at schools to bring awareness
to the issue.

Discussion was held on the comments made by Ms. Vargas.

Karina Beltran shared information on a farm project she would like to bring to the City for
children with special needs; shared information on the benefits of having a farm for children
with special needs and inquired about possible locations for the farm that can either be
rented or bought in the City.

Discussion was held on the information shared by Ms. Beltran.

Kevin Romero provided an update on local youth sports.

Discussion was held on the update provided by Mr. Romero.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND NOTICE OF WAIVING OF READING

1. Minutes of the regular City Council meeting of August 8,2023.

2. Notice of waiving of the reading of all resolutions and/or ordinances introduced
and/or adopted under this agenda.

A motion was made by Council Member Rosales to approve items 1 and 2, seconded by
Mayor Pro Tem Lopez; unanimously approved (4 ayes, absent: Riofrio).
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CONSENT CALENDAR
Mafters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion and one vote.
There will be no separate discussion of these items. lf discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent
Calendar and will be considered separately.

AUGUST 2, 2023 THROUGH AUGUST 14,2023
WARRANT LIST CHECK NOS. 53650 THROUGH 53709
TOTAL FOR COUNCIL APPROVAL - $1,227,945.36

Proposed ratification of a general letter of support for the Higher Education For All
organization.

Proposed ratification of a letter of support for the Higher Education For All
organization's Wonderful Grant Program.

Proposed ratification of a letter of support for Fresno County's Promoting Resilient
Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-saving Transportation
(PROTECT) Program.

A motion was made by Council Member Rosales to approve items 1 through 4, seconded
by Council Member Alonso; unanimously approved (4 ayes, absent: Riofrio).

PUBLIC HEARING

City Council to continue the Development Agreement Annual Review Hearing for
Odyssey Agricultural Development LLC.

Mayor Martinez introduced the item and Assistant City Attorney Castro provided the report.

Discussion was held on the report provided by Assistant City Attorney Castro; including
whether Odyssey Agricultural Development LLC ("Odyssey") has provided proof of
worker's compensation to the City.

Ir/layor Martinez opened the public hearing at 6:36 p.m.

Sergio Valdez inquired about who is overseeing Odyssey to ensure that they are complying
with the Development Agreement and recommended that the City Council audit Odyssey
every few months to ensure they are complying with the Development Agreement.

Discussion was held on the comments made by Mr. Valdez

Joseph Amador commented on a recent tour he had of Odyssey's facility; on the large
number of Mendota residents who work for Odyssey; on the benefits of the cannabis
industry on the City; the drag racing event held by Ramon Gonzalez; and on the positive
direction that the City is heading into.

Discussion was held on the comments made by Mr. Amador; the possible expansion of
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