




 

Recreation Commission Meeting  1     7/6/2017 

 
MINUTES OF MENDOTA 

REGULAR RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
 
 

 
Regular Meeting     Thursday, July 6, 2017 

 
Meeting called to order by Chairperson Robert Silva at 12:05 p.m.  
  
Roll Call 
 
Commissioners Present:  Chairperson Robert Silva, Vice-Chairperson Paul 

Ochoa, Commissioners Juan Luna, Mario 
Plascencia, and Kevin Romero. 

 
Commissioners Absent:    Commissioner John Sanchez. 
 
Flag Salute led by Chairperson Silva. 
 
FINALIZE THE AGENDA 
 
1. Adjustments to Agenda. 

 
2. Adoption of final Agenda. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Luna to adopt the agenda, seconded by 
Commissioner Sanchez; unanimously approved (5 ayes, absent: Sanchez). 
 
CITIZENS ORAL AND WRITTEN PRESENTATIONS 
 
None offered. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND NOTICE OF WAIVING READING  
 
1. Approval of the minutes of the regular meetings of May 4, 2017 and June 1, 

2017. 
 
2. Notice of waiving the reading of all resolutions introduced and/or adopted under 

this agenda. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Luna to approve items 1 and 2, seconded  
by Commissioner Plascencia; unanimously approved (5 ayes, absent: Sanchez). 
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BUSINESS 
 
1. Commission consider the request of Westside Youth Inc. to use the baseball field 

for a 2-day youth tournament.   
 
Chairperson Silva introduced the item and City Clerk Flood summarized the report  
including that Westside Youth Inc. requested to use the baseball field for a 2-day  
tournament in early August, and summarized the proposed conditions. 
 
Commissioner Luna stated that he would abstain from discussing the item. 
 
Discussion was held on the costs associated with hosting a tournament. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Romero to approve the application with the 
inclusion of conditions, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Ochoa; unanimously approved 
(4 ayes, abstain: Luna, absent: Sanchez).  
 
COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
  
Chairperson Silva reported on the upcoming Backpack Giveaway event. 
 
Discussion was held on fundraising ideas. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
At the hour of 12:34 p.m., with no more business to be brought before the Commission, 
a motion for adjournment was made by Commissioner Luna, with a second by 
Commissioner Romero; unanimously approved (5 ayes, absent: Sanchez). 
 
 
_______________________________   
Robert Silva, Chairperson     
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
Matt Flood, City Clerk 



 

AGENDA ITEM – STAFF REPORT  

TO: MEMBERS OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION 

FROM: MATT FLOOD, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 

SUBJECT: APPLICATION FOR USE OF THE BASEBALL FIELD BY THE MENDOTA BOYS & 
GIRLS CLUB FOR FLAG FOOTBALL PRACTICES AND GAMES 

DATE: JANUARY 4, 2018 

______________________________________________________________________________________  

ISSUE 
Shall the Commission approve an Exclusive Use Permit from the Mendota Boys & 
Girls Club to use the Benny Mares Sr. Baseball Field (the Field) and open grass area 
north of the skate park for flag football practices and games? 

 
BACKGROUND 
Staff received a request from the Mendota Boys & Girls Club (the Club) to use the 
baseball field for flag football practices and games. The schedule is included with this 
report and requests the use on Monday, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 4pm to 7pm 
January 18, 2018 to March 2, 2018. They would also use the concession stand on 
Fridays when they hold their games. The participants in the league are 4th through 8th 
grade students. 
 
Although the application does not state such, it is assumed that the use of the lights is 
also requested. 

 
ANALYSIS 
Since the renovation of the Field, the City Council has expressed its intent to protect it and 
limit its use to baseball/softball related activities. The forerunner to the Recreation 
Commission (the Baseball Commission) was created for the express intent of carrying out 
this duty, which remains with the Recreation Commission to the present. This body has 
recently communicated its desire and intent to limit the type of activity that goes on at the 
requested facility so as to preserve its condition as much as possible. 
 
During these colder, wetter months it is especially vital to keep cleats off of the grass due 
to the elevated moisture, making it more susceptible to damage. Since this league is 
permitting youth up to 8th grade to participate, the damage caused by those larger youth 
wearing cleats can be similar to the wear an adult playing football would cause. 
Additionally, during a time when the City is implementing austere measures in order to 
safeguard the budget, the operation of the field and lights with minimum compensation 
(which is what would be afforded to a local youth non-profit according to the fee 
schedule) creates a cost to the General Fund that should be avoided. 
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Concerning a recommendation, staff sees the benefit of allowing youth to use the baseball 
field but recommends a denial of the application due to the other options that are at the 
disposal of the requesting organization (such as the use of facilities maintained by the 
school district, or waiting a month to start the league so as to take advantage of the sun 
setting later) and the increased wear (and cost) due to an activity the field is not intended 
for during a season in which it is not intended to be used.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
None. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Commission discuss the issues related to the use and deny the 
application. 
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